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not possible for them !o exercise any considerable influence,
because the communities were small and insignificant. By the
middle or the seventh century, Syria, Persia and Egypt had
fallen into the hands of the Muslims ; and the Christians had
lost their prestige and authority. Hence, although in the eighth
century they still existed on the Malabar coast, ' the historic
conditions requisite for any real action of Christianity upon
Hinduism are wanting/
In Northern India Muslims began their encroachment during
the Caliphate   of   'Umar,  making their earliest attempts on the
ports of the northern coast,  and when Persia and Mekran had
been annexed to the empire they invaded Sindh.    During  the
" seventh   century   many   raids  were   made   on   the   borders   of
Baluchistan and Sindh and the   land   routes   were   thoroughly
explored.    At last in the time of Caliph Walid, Hajjaj, who was.
Governor of *Iraq, organised an expedition which was sent under
the  leadership   of   the   young   and   brilliant   Muhammad   bin
Qasim,53    He   overcame   all   difficulties,   defeated   the    Hindu
rulers   of   Sindh,    overran the whole Indus Valley,   and made
the province of Multan and Sindh appanages of the empire.
Here, however, the advance of the Muslims was checked,  and
for the next three centuries they remained confined to this corner
of India. Their sphere of influence thus extended during this
period over the principalities of Sindh and Multan over which
they ruled, and the coastal towns of Sindh, Kathiawar, Gujarat
and Konkan where they settled as traders, and till the eleventh.
century they had no opportunity to reach beyond it.    In these
parts, however, they became fully established, and it is possible.
that some of their adventurous captains made from there daring.
forays in Malwa and Kanauj. In any  case,  Dabul,  Somnath.
Broach,  Cambay,  Sindan,   and  Chaul  became  seats  of  small
Muslim communities and nearly each one had its mosque.    Most
of the Hbdu ruleis welcomed them in their dominions with open
arms   and   treated   them   with   great   hospitality.    Sulaiman,
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